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Kidnap Fugitive
{'orced to Delay

Return to US o

DETROIT, Aug. 28 (UPD-—

«obert  Williams, self-styled

slack revolutionary-“w:hm fled
e United States eight years
#9 to avoid trial on kidnaping
narges, plans to return to De.
roit Sept. §, one week later
‘han originally planned, his at-
‘arney said today, S

Milton Henry said Williams.

fad run into difficulty getting

e plane flights h‘e> planned.| -

T

carvtier, g
An FBI spokesman in Wash-

ngton has said Williams will.

2a arrested on a fugitive war-
ant on his return, -« -
Willlams . is * charged . ' in
~erth Carolina with kidnaping
vir. and Mrs. Bruce Stegall of
‘farshville, N.C., during a ra-
~ial  disturbance in Monroe,
~.C, in 1961, A federal fugi-
ive warrant for his arrest fol-
wed, o
Williams fled this country in
61 and went to Cuba, China,
“otth Vietnam and Africa, -
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DETROIT, Aug. 25—Robert
F. Williams, a black -national.
ist who- fled the United States

In 1961 to- avoid kidnaping|

charges, plansg to fly to.:De-
troit direct today from Lon.
don ‘Saturday, attorney Mil-
ton Henry saig today.
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If he does, an FBI spokes.|’

man said in Washington, he
will be arrested on the spot. -

Henry said: “Willlams isn't
guilty of anything and we feel
the justices here are more
law.abiding thap in ~some

 other junsdictions. We feel he

- From News Dispatohes. .- ; - 2

Will get a better chance here,
That’s the reason for flying dt-
rectly here” - . S

Williams; . 44, who has heen
in - exile in Cuba, Red China
and most recently Tanzania, is
charged . with kidnaping Mr.
and. Mrs. Bruce Stegall during

roe, N.C,, in 1961. -

Williams. allegedly abducteq
the: white -couple and held
them hostage during racial
rioting. in Monree in an effort
to- gain release of arrested Ne-

groes. The Stegalls told police
a group of Negroes stopped
their car; - ordered them out
and held them overnight in a
house in a Negro district, +. -
Willilams: had;'i.‘chawgedif;'he
and his - followers were being
assaulted by
white toughs, with Dpolice re.
tusing to-interfere, T

the - unrest- sub-
sided and Williams later fled
to Cuba via Canada, e
He was elected president of
the black nationalist Republic:
of New Africa in 1968 while he

was abroad, The RNA seeks to

build a 3eparate, independent
black mnation in five southern
states... - - e

2N

‘a racial disturbance in Mon-.

-roving bands of

The Stegalls were released:
‘unharmed,

“ From ‘Cuba, Williams. broad-
cast messages - back - to sthe
itedStates  and’ ‘wrote -a
book, - “Negroes ‘with. Guns,”
which helped form the defini.
tion of -self-defense used by
iSome segments of the Black
Power movement, .

In 1985, disgruntled . with
Cuba, he moved to China. Two
years later, he trieq to have
the " charges. against him
|dropped so he could return to

:  Warrants still ‘are out’ for
five - suspects in the “ kidnap
case; including Williams: g
woman, Willie Mae Mallorie;
' Harold Reap; " Richard Crow.
der;.<and . Johiy Lowery. The:
latter: four” were convicted of
‘kidnaping “in’ 1964, but:the;
it North .. Carolina . . Supreme
| Court: overturned the verdict
because: there were noc Ne-
!groes on the: grand jury that
§[indicted them. A new grand
jijury- was- formed and it in-
jdicted all five, including Wwil.
{liams, on kidnap charges. -
When' the four defendants
in- this country failed to ap-
pear in court in 1965 for a sec-
ond trial, their bailg were for-
feited. This action wag fought
to the U.S. Supreme- Court,
Union County, N.C,, early this
Year collected the $30,000 in
bail money, ) Co
Attorney Henry said that
since the convictions of the
four were overturned, the fu..
gitive - warrant for Williams
ishould be considered vaid,
" Williams wasg elected presi-
dent. of the RNA at itg found-
ing convention at the. shrine of
!the Black Madonna in Detroit,
i, In March of this year, mem-|. -
ibers: of the RNA were in-
I'volved in a-shooting incident
Iwith Detroit police during
| the separatists group’s first
| annual convention, One po-
liceman was killed and an-
other wounded, Four RNA
members were injured. :
" Williams's wife and two chil-
dren flew to Detroit from Lon-
don last week, He also has a-
sister and two brothers in they
Detroit area. .. Lo
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‘of suspect beliefs or

~cate of black power.

freedom have often
:-unappealing cF
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By ANTHONY LEWIS
LONDON—In the 1950’s the

.State Department forbade nu-
-merous Americans to leave the

United States on vague grounds
associa-
tions. Those resiraints on the
freedom to travel were found
unlawful by the Supreme Court

in 1958, and Congress has de-

clined to reimpose them,
Now it appears that an

Anmerican abroad may be pre-

vented from returning to his
own country—without any offi-
cial ruling, without a reason or
a hearing. Thatisthe threatened
import of the mysterious case
of Robert F. Williams.

" To most people Willlams

“would not be a sympathetic
- figure. He was a premature and

therefore unromanticized advo-
Eight
years ago he fled the United
States when charged with kid-
napping in a confused North
Carolina raciai incident. Since

“then, from platiorms in.Havana
:-and Hanoi and Peking, he has
. denounced American “racism.”

But- Willlams’s uncongenial

: qualities have nothing much to-
' do with the issues of liberty

posed by his present situation.
The great cases that define
involved
racters.

-ts in Williams's

The outiine |

_€ase arc as {L..0ws:.

The Airline, by Franz Kafka

Several wecks ago, in Dar cs
Salaam, he decided to return
home and face the kidnapping
charges. From the American Em-
bassy he obtained a travel doc-
ument good only for travel to
the United States.

Williams bought a ticket for
a United Arab Airlines flight
from Dar es Salaam to London,
and then on a connecting Trans

< World Airlines flight to Detroit.

The ticket showed both flights
as “0.K.”—confirmed.

The Airlines’ Refusal

Last Friday Williams flew
without incident to London.

But before he reached the im-

migration control desk at Lon-
don Airport, he was stopped by
detectives, searched painstak-
ingly and taken off to a prison.
He says he was not allowed to
sce a lawyer or use a telephone.

At the same time Trans
World Airlines said- it wouid
not honor his ticket to fiy to
Detroit. The only explanation
given by the airline, in a subse-
quent public statement, was the
non-explanatory one that his
carriage *would be inimical to
the best interests of T.W.A. and
its passengers.”

Pan American also refused to
fly Williams. Two non-American
trans-Atlantic carriers, BOAC
and Air India, then took the
same position.

. On, Saturday the American

~on the .

Embassy here in London said
it could arrange to have an
escort accompany Williams
home. This was evidently to
settle any concern ahout vio-
lent bchavior by Williams on
the flight, but the airlines did
not change their position.

Sunday, still without giving
Williams any recourse {0 a law-
yer, British officials took him
to the airport and prepared to
put him of a United Arab Air-
lines plane for Cairo. But the
plane happened to ;‘ut a truck,
and the {flight was canceled.
Williams went back to prison.

The next day he was brought
to the airport for the Cairo
flight again. But by now inter~
ested persons knew of his situ-
ation and intervened.
presence of two lawyers, a civil
libertles organization $pokes-
man and two American friends
Williaras protested that he had
never heen in Cairo in his life
and would have 1o be taken
there by force.

Conspiracy or Not

Five minutes before the plane
left, British officials dropped
the: idea of putting him on it.
Except for the improbable acci-
dent at the airport on Sunday,
and the outside intervention on

his behalf, he would have been .

in Cairo by now.
Williams blames his-troubles
" Central

In the”

Intelligence’ sponsible.

Apency. Onz unhysterical Eng-
lishman who is trying to help
him maintaing that there are
signs of C.LA. interference.
Those who instinctively re~
ject the conspiratorial view of
life will discount the C.ILA.
charge, The trouble is that tha
alternative is not very pleasant
either. It is that the airlines
flying the Atlantic have some-
how simultaneously decided not -
to fly a particular passenger
back to his own country, with
the result that he cannot get
there. And Britain, at the same
time, does its best to send the
man in the other direction
without any legal proceeding. ,
It is easy to understand why
airlines may be nervous these
days, after all the contemptible
examples of hijacking. But very
few passengers wouid go on a
plane with as much -assurance
against such behavior as Wil«
liams—searched and escorted.’
Personally, Williams may he
seen as a disreputable outcast
or as a man now willing to pay:
forhis errors. But his character
is not the point. Any American
might try to, imagine himself
abroad and ’bland]y tfold by
every airline that he cannot fly
home —for unstated reasons,-
perhaps at some government,
agency's in-spiration and per-
haps not, with no way to find-
out and no one officially re-
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